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EsTRHRER is 2, 28 


' The Jews ordained, and took upon them, 


and upon their ſeed, and upon all ſuch 


as joyned themſelves unto them, ſo as it 
ſbould not fail, that they would keep theſe 
two days according to their appomted 
lime every year: 1 | 
and hept throughout every generation, 
every family, every province, and every 
city; and that theſe days of Purim ſhould 
not fail from among the ems, nor the 
remembrance of them periſh from their 


-- feed; --- 


ſtill doth ali things for Himſelf, for 
4 X His own Honour and Glory. And 
therefore He hath made ſeveral Creatures, as 


the Angels in Heaven; and upon Earth, Men, 


capable of reflecting upon what He doth, 
and of dilcerning, acknowledgingand admi- 
ring thoſe infinite Perfections which He 
| ſheweth forfh in doing it, and ſo of gi- 


ving Him the Praiſe and Honour that is 
due unto Him for it : Which therefore 
Lo LED f © 


3-4 


And that theſe days ſhould be remembred. 


S God made all things at firſt ſo He 


— 3 
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He requireth all Men to do. And for 
that purpoſe it hath been uſual in all Ages 
to appoint ſome certain Times and Sea- 
{ons wherein to do it, not only privately, 
every one by himſelf, but publickly, and 
in a Body, many meeting and joyning to- 
gether for no other end, but to on and 
celebrate the wonderful Works that Gop 
hath done, and to teſtify and declare the 
{ame by all ſuch outward Acts by which 
we are {aid to Worſhip Him. 8 


* 


As we do this Day. Upon which there- 


— 


fore it may be proper to conſider Firſt in 
general, What Grounds we bave to be- 
lieve, that it is agreeable to the Will f 


Go p, and by Conſequence acceptable to 
Him, that ſome Days be ſet apart, where- 
on to recognize and keep up the Memory 
of his Works, ſuch eſpecially as ſeem great- 
er than Ordinary: and then to apply it par- 
ticularly to that which gave Occaſion to our 
preſent Meeting, from the Words which! 
have now read. ee 
For which Purpoſe we may Firſt obſerve, 
That Go p, if He had pleaſed, could have 
put all things into the Courle and Order 
they are now in, at the lame Moment, 
wherein he produced them altogether * 
| = | A 


; 
— — een 
: 


progres rye of Paz. 
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| pleaſed to make it the Work of Six Days, 
and to tell us what He did particularly up- 


on each of thoſe Days, That we might be 


better able to apprehend, and celebrate His 
infinite Wiſdom, Power, and Goodneſs in 
the whole, and in every part of it. And 
having f niſhed this great Work, and ſettled 
the whole Chain of ſubordinate Cautes, 
which He deſigned to make uſe of for the 
bringing about ordinary Effects, in Six 
Days, and then reſting or ceaſing to do 


any more ſuch Works on the Seventh, He 


Bleſſed and Sancti ſied that Day, that Men 
in all Ages might ſet apart every Seventh 


Day from all other Buſtneſs, ro Contem- 


plate upon what He did in Six, and 


to Adore and Laud Him for it. And when 


— was pleaſed afterwards to act without, 
5 ond the Order of Things Which 


He at firſt Eſtabliſhed, He ſtill rock | 


That the Time wherein He did . ſhould 


be religiouſty obſerved every Year, in Me- 

mory of what He then did. 5 

As when by many Signs and Wonders 

He had brought the Children of Iſrael out 

of Meypr, upon the Fourteenth Day of 
the Firſt Month, He commanded them to 


B 2 keep 


777 nothing by his Word. But He was _ 
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of 


keep thar Day every Year throughout their , 
Generations by an Ordinance for ever, Ex- 
od. xii. 14, 17. and gave them ſeveral 


Rules and Laws for the better Obſervation 


of it, that they might never forget the 


Power and Goodneſs which He ſhewed 
them upon that extraordinary Occaſion, 


but ſhould praiſe and magnify his Name 


for it every Year, as long as they ſhould 


continue to be his People. For which Rea- 
{on alſo he called this Feaſt the Paſſover, 
to put them in mind of his extraordinary 
Favour in paſling over their Houſes, when 


he deſtroyed the &gyptians. 


And having by the Miniſtery of Angels 
proclaimed His Law upon Mount Sinai 


in a miraculous Manner, Seven Weeks or 


Forty- nine Daysafter the firſt Paſſover, when 
the Harveſt began in the Land of Canaan, 
whither He was leading His People, He 
ordained the Feaſt of Weeks, called the 
Pentecoſt, as being the Fiftieth Day from 
the Paſſover, to be ſtrictly obſerved every 
Year, that they might always remember 
the great things he had then done for 
them. _ | . 4 214 

And ſeeing He led them, and fed them 


with Miracles Forty Years together in the 


Wilder- 


before the Ho us E of PE ERS. 1 


Wilderneſs, where they lived all the while 
in Booths or Tabernacles He commanded 
them to leave their Houſes and to dwell in 
Tabernacles Seven Days every Vear, from 
the Fifteenth Day of the Seventh Month, 
which! is therefore called the Feaſt of Ta- 
ber nacles. The Reaſon of which Inſtitu- 
tion He himſelf is pleaſed to give in theſe 
Words, Ie ſhall dwell in Booths ſeven days, 

all that are Iſraelites ſhall dwell in booths : 
That your generations may know that I made 
the children of Iſrael to dwell in booths, 
when I brought them out of the land of A. 


gypt, Levit. xx111. 42, 43. . 
_ | Thele are the three 28 Yearly Feaſts 
inſtituted by Go Þ Himſelf, at which all 
the Males among his People were com- 
manded to appear before Him, in the Place 
which He ſhould chuſe, and none were 
to appear before him empty, but every 
one was to bring, according to his Abi- 
lity, Something as an Acknowledgement 
of God's {pecial Grace and Favour vouch- 
ſafed upon that Occaſion, Deut. xvi. 16, 
17. Exod. xx111. 14, 15, I7. 1 | 
Jo theſe he added the firſt day of every 
Month, called the New Moon, and eſpe- 
cially the firſt Day of Tfr:, the firſt _— 
— 
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2 their Civil (though the Seventh of delt 5 


Sacred) Year, call d the _ of Trumpets ; 
on which Day s he commanded more than 
ordinary s Sacrifices to be offered, as à Me- 
morial of his goodneſs to them in prefer- 


ving them in the Month or Year that was 


paſt, and to implore the fame favour in 
that which was to come, Num: xxviti. II. 
c. XXix. 1. Lev. xxiil. 24. So great care did 
he take, that his People might always re- 
member what he did for hag and thank 
him for it, as the great end for which he 
did it. 

But the Moſt High God knowink how 
prone his People would be, to tranſgreſs 


theſe and all Lib other Laws, He enjoyn'd 


them alſo one Yearly Faſt, on the Tenth 
Day of the Seventh Month, about our Sep- 
tember, call'd the Day of Expiation, on 
which they were not only to abſtain from 
all manner of Food, but likewiſe to afflict 
their Souls: that is, to humble themſelves 


by Repentance and Mortifcation for all 


the Sins they had committed againſt Him, 
Lev. xvi. 29. C. Xxiii. 27. This is the Faſt 
ſpoken of in the Acts of the Apoſtles, where 
it is faid, that failing was nom dangerous, 
becauſe th 2 _—_ was now paſt, Act. xxvi. 9. 

Now 


p © Had 
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Nov it having pleaſed Almighty Gop 


Himfelf thus to ordain ſeveral Feaſts, and 


a'Faſt, to be obſerved every Year for the 
purpoles before mentioned, His Church 
and People in all Ages have from thence 
concluded, as they well might, that it is 
his Divine Will and Pleaſure, that when he 
ſheweth them any extraordinary favour, 
the Fan * = did it ſhould be 
early oblerved, to keep up the Memo 
of | >=, and to render Hi the thanks a 
praiſe which is due unto Him, as the Au- 
thor and Giver of it: And when he lays 


any publick and extraordinary judgment 


upon them, for their Sins, the day on 
which it was executed, ſhould be every 


Fear devoted to Faſting and Prayer, to 
ſhew their Repentance for the Sins where- 
by they had incurred his diſpleaſure in ſuch 


an extraordinary manner, and to ſupplicate 


his Divine Majeſty never to inflict any more 


ſuch puniſhments upon them. 


And accordingly we read of Four Anni- 
verſary Faſts obſerved in the Prophet Za- 
chariah's time, the Faſt of the Fourth, the 
Fifth, the Seventh, and the Tenth Months, 
Zach. viii. 19. The Faſt of the Tenth 


Month, or Tebeth, was kept every Year 


upon 


ee 
* 0) 
- 
12 
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upon the Tenth day of the Month, about 

our December, becauſe the City of Hieruſa- 
lem began that Day to be Beſieged by Nebu- 
chadnezzar, 2 King. xxv. 1 Jer. 111-4. The 
Faſt of the Fourth Month, about our June, 
on the 17th Day, becauſe the City was then 
broken up, and the daily Sacrifice cealed, 
the Law was burnt, and an Idol ſet up in 
the Temple, Fer. xxxix. 2. c. Iii. 6, 7. The 


, 7 A 1 — * * 


Faſt of the Fifth Month, the Tenth Day, 


becauſe the Temple was that day burnt, 

Jer. Iii. 12. The Faſt of the Seventh Month, 
the Third Day, becauſe Gedaliab was that 
Day treacherouſly Slain by ne and his 
Confede rates, upon which there fell ſo ma- 
ny and great troubles upon them, that they 
have ceſebrated the memory of it ever ſince, 
2 Ning. xxv, 22. Jer. xli. 1. For all thele 
Four Faſts, though they were not of Di- 
vine, but only of Humane Inſtitution, yet 
there being juſt Cauſe for their being in- 
ſtituted, they were allowed of by the Pro- 
phets, and religiouſly obſerved by the Peo- 


ple for many Ages, even to this Day. For 


we find all theſe Anniverſary Feaſts and 
Faſts ſtill kept up in their Kalendar, with 
many other, too many to be now inſiſted 


on. 115 
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Beſides theſe Yearly Faſts, there were 
Two Weekly, Monday and Thurſday: which 
they pretend were Inſtituted by Ezra; 
Wee in Memory of Moſes's going up 
the lecond time to the Mount upon that 
Day of the Week, and the other in Memo- 
ry of his coming down again, upon a Mon- 
day Forty Days after. Theſe are the Faſts 


Yoo EL i Ap” 
. 


+> 


mentiopd. Lug. viii. iI. 
Theſe were all Publick Faſts, obſerved ge- 
nerally by allſorts of People under the Law. 


| Befides which, there were many other com- | 
monly oblerved among them : at leaſt by | 
articular Sects. As appears from that Que- | 
ſtion propounded to our Saviour, Why' do | 
the diſciples of John faft often, and nate | 
prayers; and likewiſe the diſciples of the | 
Phariſees ; but thme eat and drin? Luk. * 
v. 33. To which our Saviour's Anſwer | 
is very remarkable; Can ye, ſaith he, make 1 


the children 75 the bride-chamber faſt, 
while the bridegroom is with them? But „ 
the days will come, when the bridegroom 


L | 
hall be. taken from them, and then ſhall 1 


they faſt in thoſe days, v. „% os 0 © | 
had {a ſo — as ed i Aich my Dil- 

__ ciples, they have no cauſe to faſt or mourn; 
but rather to rejoyce and praiſe God for 
„ „ = + 5 
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my Prefence with them. But the days 
will come when I ſhall be taken from them, 
and then ſhall they faſt in thoſe days. There 
ſhall then be days of Faſting appointed in 
my Church, as there have been hitherto in 
that of the Jews. Eſpecially thoſe days 
wherein I ſhall be taken from them. © 
And then he further explains his mean- 
ing by a Parable, how no man putteth a 
Piece of an old garment to a new; the 
old not agreeing with the new. Nor is 
new wine to be put into old bottles, hut new; 
that hoth may be preſerved, Luk. v. 36 
37, 38. Whereby he ſhews, that the Old 
Faſts which the Jews had hitherto recei- 
ved, would not ſuit with his new Religi- 
on. But that there ſhould be new days 
and occaſions of Faſting now appointed 
{ſuitable to his Inſtitutions, that ſo both 
the Duty of Faſting and his Religion may _ 
be kept up: wk could not be by thoſe 
Faſts which had been hitherto obſerved. 
And then he adds, No man alſo having drunk 
old wine, ſtraigbtway deſireth new: for he 
* ſaith, the old is better, ver. 39. As if he 
had ſaid, My Diſciples having been uſed 
to the old Faſts, would not preſently like 
any other, but would prefer the ofa _ 
| N -. "ewe 


. before the Nous of PEERS. 11 
fore them. But when my Religion ſhall 
be eſtabliſhed in the World, they will then 
| ſee occaſion to ordain and obſerve other 
Faſts, agreeavle to the lame. And then - 
| ſhall they faſt in thoſe days. 


No from theſe things thus briefly pre- 
miſed, we may fee what firm ground there is 
in the Word of God, for ſetting a-part ſome 
certain days every Year, for days of Feaſting 
or Faſting. Eſpecially ſuch as are appointed 
by our Church, which are all exactly accom- 
modated to the Religion which Chriſt hath 
revealed to the World, and have been all a- 
long obſer ved by his Catholick Church, Mi- 
litant here on Earth, almoſt ever ſince ge 
was taken from it. Except three only which 
are peculiar to our Church and Nation, the 
30m of January, the 29 of May, and 
that which we now Celebrate, all Set- 
tled by Act of Parliament, as the other are. 
And to juſtify the wiſdom of our Nation, 
in ſetting a- part theſe Days, for the Holy 
Purpoſes deſigned by them, it is much to 
be obſerved, that there are Precedents for 
them all in the Scripture it ſelf. 
As for the Firſt, it is Written, that when 
that pious and vertuous Prince Fofab, King 
of Judah, was Slain in an Engagement 
. „ TT 
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with Pharaoh Necho, King of Egypt, All 
Judlab and Hieruſalem mourned for Joſiab: 
And Jeremiah lamented for Jofiab ; and all 
- the finging-men and ſinging-women ſpake of 
Fohah in their lamentations to this day, 2 
Chron. xxxv. 24, 25. To thus day, that is, 
to the time that this Book of Chronicles was 
| Written, which is generally believed to be 
done by Ezra, who lived about 150 Years 
after Joſiah's Death. So that his Death was 
Commemorated and Lamented at leaſt all 
that time. And that too, by a Law made for 
that purpole. For it follows in the T ext, 
And they made them an ordmance in I, 
rael; and behold, they are written in the 
lamentations, ver. 25. They who had the 
Legiſlative Power then in their hands 
made, it ſeems, an Ordinance, or, as the word 
is uſually Tranſlated, a Statute or Law for 
it: a Law ſo agreeable to the Will of Gop, 
that it was approved of by His Prophet 76 
remiah, who himſelf alſo for the better 
obſervation of it, ſeems to have drawn up 
his Book of Lamentations, for a Service, as 
it were, to be Said or Sung upon that 
mournful occaſion. = 
| Here then we have a Precedent of Divine 
Authority for making a Law to Comme- 
0 . 
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morate the Death of ſuch an excellent 
Prince as Fohah was. And ſuch was King 
Charles the Firſt, A King as like Jah in 
his Zeal for Gov, and in all manner of 
Vertue and good Works, as any that ever 
ſwayed the Scepter of this or any other 
Kingdom. And as his Life was like 50, 
ah's, his Death was much more to' be la- 
mented : For Joſiah died by the Hand of a 
foreign Enemy 1n the Heat of Battle; King 
Charles was murdered by his own Subjects, 
in ſuch a manner that the whole Nation had 
but too much Cauſe to make a Law, that 
the Day on which it was done, ſhould be 
every Year oblerved throughout the King- 
dom, as a Day of Faſting and Humiliation. 
And there is doubtleſs as much Reaſon 
for the keeping as there was for the making 
this Law. This being the moſt proper 
Means whereby to avert, if it be poſſible; 
the Judgments which otherwiſe may ſtill be 
juſt ly inflicted upon the Nation for it: and 
to put us always in mind to take heed of 
thoſe Seditious Principles, which lead to 
ſuch execrable Practices: and allo that our 
moſt Gracious So vEREIGMN, whom GOD 
preſerve, and Her Succeſſours in all Ages, 
may Sit eaſy in the Throne, not a 
; i | tnat: 
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that any ſuch wicked , Attempts will be 
ever any more made upon their Sacred 
Perſons, ſeeing their Subjects every Year in 
ſuch a lolemn Manner "Fen God Him- 
ſelf, exprels their utter Deteſtation of, and 
their Humiliation for what was then done. 
As we have the foreſaid Precedent in the 


— " 


Day of January as a Day of Faſting for the 
Murder of King Charles the Firſt: we have 
another for our Celebrating the 290 of May, 
in Memory | of the Reſtauration of King . 
Charles the Second. For when Judas Mac- ; 
cabæus had repaired the Sanctuary and Al- 
tar at Hicruſalem, which had been for ſome 
Vears deſolate and profaned, and ſo had re- 
ſtored the Religion Eſtabliſhed by Gov in 
that Nation, and in ſome Meaſure the Civil 
Government too, and having begun upon 
the 2 "I Day of their Month Caſleu to offer 
Sacrifices according to the Law upon the 
New Altar of Burnt-Offerings, he with his 
Brethren and the whole Congregation of I/ 
ract ordained, That the Days of the Dedi- 
cation of the Altar, ſhould be kept in their 
Seaſon from Year to Year from the {pace of 
Eight Days from the laid 25" of Caſleu, a- 
bout our November, 1 Maccab. iv. 36, 5775 9. 
7 A 2 Mac- 
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Fe x 1 0 ge We Which Feaſt is 


dee called Thea ia, the Feaſt of De- 


dication, or, as Word roperly ſigni- 
fies be „the Feaſt mee becauſe their 
New Altar was then Dedicated, and ſo their 
Ancient Religion reſtored. And that this 


Feaſt Was ept in our, Saviour's Time, aſe 


ars, in that He Himſelf was at Hieruſa- 
25 at that : as well a as at their other Feaſts : 
For it 1s written, And it was at Hieruſa- 
lem the Fra 
winter. ji And 175 is walked in the Temple. 
Joh. x 


Hs c in a Time when there w was no 


Pro het in 1 Ifr racl, and. therefore could not. 


be of Divine. Inſtitution, yet nevertheleſs, 
as Our Saviour Himſelf ſigniſied His Ap- 
probation, of it by his being preſent at it 
and hath cauled that allo to be recorded 


that His Church in all Ages might take no- 
tice of it, ſo it is as conſtantly obſerved by. 


the Felt to this Day, as any that were in- 
ſtituted by 'Gop Himlelf. 


And xt AY uo impartially conſiders all 


the Circumſtances of it, will ſee that our 


King, Lords and Commons, had the ſame 


Reaſon to enjoyn the 29® of May to be 
* every Year as a Day of Thanksgiving, 
Ws —— 


t of the. Dedication, and it was 


And though this Feaſt 


— — — — * = 
rr og dene w_ 8 — — 


— . —U— —— 


r 
— 


Day of Reſtauration, a 


ought to be obſerved, a 


expreſſed in the Service for the Day. _ 
And ſo we come to the Day we now Ce- 


Comfort and ſoy of our Hearts: As it is 


lebrate in Memory of Cop's Deliverance 
of this Church and Kingdom from the Pa- 
piſts Conſpiracy, intended to be executed 
upon this Day, the 55 Of November. Which 
was ſuch a Conſpiracy, and ſuch a Delive- 
rance, that the like is ſcarce to be met with 
in any Hiſtory, ſacred or prophane, ex- 
cept in this Book of Eſther; where we have 
allo a clear Precedent for making a Law 
for the Publick and Solemn Commemora- 
tion of {uch a Deliverance every Year, in 
thele Words, The Fews ordamed, and took 
upon them, and upon their ſeed, and upon 
all ſuch as joyned themſelves unto them, fo 
as it ſhould not fail, that they would keep 
theſe two days according to their appointed 
imme 
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time every year: And that theſe da 


ſhould not fail from among the ems 


EY 


remembrance of them'periſh from their ſeed. 
For here we find an Ordinance or Law 


made fora Feſtival or Day of Thanksgiving 


to be obſerved by all Jews, Se Year, 


throughout all Ages, called the Fealt of Fu- 
hw The n nſh of any Haman 
being highly preferred by King Aþaſuerus, 
5 | — ar t 5 
for not bowing to him as other People did, 


” 


* 


that for his ſake, he deſigned to deſtroy all 


„ reach- 


the Jews that were in all the Emp 


ing from India to Ethiopia. And for that 


Purpoſe he caſt a fort of Lot, called Pur, 


according, to the ſuperſtitions Conceits of 


thoſe Times, to find out which was the 


moſt lucky Day in all the Year whereon to 


bring about his Deſign. . And the Lot fall- 
the King's Decree, That all the Zews in his 
Dominions, conſiſting of 127 Provinces, 
-thould; be deſtroyed on that Day. 
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But before that Day came, Go v had 0 


3 £ : 


ordered it, that the King's Mind was al- 


tered 


m And that theſe days ſhould _ 
be remembred and kept throughaut every ge- 

ne ration, every family, every province, aud 
every city; and that theſe days of Purim 

| nor the 


againſt Mordecai the Jew, 


125 ar laſt upon the 1 4 N Day. of Adar, N the 
laſt Month in the ewiſh Vear, he procured 


— ũ — — 
po 8 r * 


4 OO ER 
* „ 
5 y a 4 
* , ö K 
1 We cr a 
y e 7 
FE i 


% 5 * 3 a * 5 * eter Nt Fine 8 NPY A _—_— * 2 — 
S Weng N : . F Re. ; : 
6 e eue a a * © WIS e N MES pr een W \ ; 2 n n 
. N , 0 a, * how. E eee 
my Py * * * e * * 
* 8 8 4 1 Fr * <> 
_ 4 M5 J- I a : p 7 > = — — 4 
"ig 4 1 : 7 , 
ry * — * 3 n 4 * by 8 * 
5 4 Y > oe J + 1 q % 2 1 
> ; 4 2 3 8 * q 1 7 > 3 q 
4 x 
rr e eo nr at > x rr. hn n . nnn — oytergeta F : 
yo ! 8 eee eee eee E 


tered, Haman diſgraced and hanged, Mor- 
decai advanced, the former Decree revo- 


ked, and another granted, that the Fews 


might defend themſelves, and with the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of the Magiſtrates and Officers in 


every Province, deſtroy all that were ready 


to deſtroy them, which they accordingly 
began to do upon the foreſaid 130 Day of 
Adar, the Day on which they were to have 


been deſtroyed. And their Deliverance 


being perfected in ſome Places, on the 


14, in other on the 15 Day of the ſaid 
Month, they agreed among themſelves and 


ordained, That thoſe two Days ſhould be 


kept every Vear as Days of Feaſting and 


Cladneſs, and called Purim from Pur, the 
Lot before ſpoken of, which being Efta- 


- bliſhed by Mordecai, Efth. ix. 20, 21. and 
confirmed by Queen Eft er, V 20; 42; This 


Feaſt hath been accordingly obſerved ever 
ſince, and is to this Day, by all Fews where- 
ſoever they live in any part of the Earth. 
And it may not be impertinent to obſerve, 
That although this Feaſt alſo was eſtabliſhed 


only by Humane Authority, yet it was fo , 


well approved of by God, that the Hiſtory of 
it is by His Inſpiration made part of the 
Canonical Scriptures, that all Generations 
might be certified of the great Deliverance 
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Be cher 
that the foreſaid Feaſt was inſtituted on 
purpole to perpetuate; the Memory of it. 


And certainly we have as much Reaſon 
to keep the Fifth of November, as they had 
for their Feaſt of Purim: Our Deliverance 


fr om the Pap fi Ss, being every way as remar- 
Fable as theirs, from Haman's Conſpiracy: 
and in many Reſpects as like it as if it had 
things the Copy Exceeded the Original. 
3 7 5 — was a long while contriving 
which, Day of the Year was. beſt for ac- 
compliſhing his Deſign ; So were the Fa- 


Eee id 


wrought for His People, and 


that they had found out a lucky Day: 


A Day whereon the Ming and the whole 
Three States of the Realm were to Meet 
together in one Room: For then it was 

putting good Store of Gun-Powder 


| 12; +7 that Room and blowing it up while 


they were in it, and the Work would 


be done: not only in one Day, as Ha- 
man's, but in one Moment of that Day. 
And as Haman's Deſign was not to de- 
ſtroy ſome particular Perſons only, but 
the whole Body of the Jews, diſperſed all 
over that vaſt Empire, without any Di- 


ſtinction of Age, or Sex, or Quality: Not 


2 except- 
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excepting the Queen her ſelf, Eſth. iii. 31. 
Chap. iv. 13. So here, The King, the 
Oueen, the Prince, the Nobility and Gen- 
try, even the whole Body of the Nation 
Aſſembled in Parliament, were deſigned 
to be cut ff at one Blow. What a dread- 
ful Blow would that have been to this 
Nation? If it had been given, Many of 
the Nobility and Gentry which are now 
ſo ſerviceable to their SovEREION and 
their Country, could never have been ſo; 
for they would never have been born. 
Yea, it is much to be feared, that Eng- 
land would never have been Bleſſed with 
ſuch a SovereiGN as we now have: 
For though Her Royal Grandfather of 
ever Bleſſed Memory, was then too Young. 
to be preſent at that Parliament, yet it 
can ſcarce be doubted, but that He alſo 
ſome way or other would have been taken 
off, and Martyred before his time. 
But there is one thing wherein this ſo far 
exceeded Haman's Conſpiracy, that there is 
no Compariſon between them for Wicked- 
nels and Cruelty. For his was open and 
bare-faced, divulged and known all over 
the Empire long before it was to be execu- 
ted: whereby the Jews had time to make 
what Intereſt they could to prevent it, or to 
by LS provide 
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3 3 for their Defence or Eſcape, or at 
leaſt to prepare themſelves for death: where- 
as this was carried on ſo clandeſtinely, that 
it was not to be known till Executed. But 
while the Ming was making his Speech, and 
the Lords Bs Commons in the Integrity of 
their Hearts, were thinking of nothing but 
what He ſaid, on a ſudden, in the twinkling 7 
of an eye, I dread to ſpeak it, they were all 
to be {ent together into the other World. 
The Thoughts whereof fill me with ſuch 
Horrour and Confuſion, that I dare ſay no 
more of it: But haſt to take a ſhort View of 
the Grounds upon which theſe two Plots 
were laid. „ . 
I he firſt Occaſion of Hamans was, becauſe 
Mordecai the Few, who was related to the 
Queen, would not bow to him. If he would 
have done that, he and his People might 
have been ſafe from danger. And if the 
Crown of England would have bowed to 
the Court of Rome, and the Nobility and 
Gentry would have ſubmitted their Necks 
again to that heavy Yoke, this Conlpiracy _ 
had been never thought of. But they being 
now grown too wile for that, it was thought 
neceſſary, if poſſible, to cut them off, to 
make way for others that would be more: 


pliant and fubmiſſive. 
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But the great Reaſon alledged for the De- 
ſtruction of the Jews, and that upon which 
the Decree for it was grounded, Was becauſe 
their laws were diverſe fray all people, as 
Haman told the King, Ch. 111. 8, 9. And he 
was ſo far in the right, that the Zews were 
governed by Laws ; diverſe from all other 
People. But they were ſuch Laws which, all 
other People ought to have been governed 
by; Laws made by the Supreme Governor 
of the World : In the Obſervation whereof 
_ conſiſted all that could be truly called Reli- 
gion. So that the Jewiſh was the only true 
Religion at that time profeſſed upon Earth; 
and that made Haman have ſuch a ſpight a- 
gainſt the Jews, and the Devil to put it into 
his head to deſtroy them, if it had been poſ- 
ſible, from off the face of the Farth, that 
the whole Earth might be overſpread with 
Idolatry and Superſtition. Et 

How far this holds good as to our pre- 
{ent caſe, is ſo well known, that I need on- 
ly obſerve in general, that this Nation ha- 
ving lived many Years in Communion with 
Rome, and thereby contracted all the Errors 
and Superſtitions, wherewith the Chriſtian 
Religion was there corrupted and made dif- 
ferent from what Chr:ft and his Apoſtles 
had ſettled in the World, 1t pleaſed God at 
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th to open the eyes of the Government 
ſee an ablolute neceſſity of laying aſide all 
{ſuch Corruptions in Faith and Practice, as 
ever one's 


true Religion w upon the face of the earth 


len 
tO 


deſired that the Chriſtian, the only 


r 


ſhould be again truly profeſſed in it: which 


was therefore done ſo effectually, that the 


Chriſtian Religion was here reſtored to its 


Primitive Simplicity and Purity, both in 
Doctrine, Diſcipline, and Worſhip. 

This is that which made thoſe who ſtill 
continued in ſubjection to the See of Rome, 
{o very reſtleſs and uneaſy, that they coul 
never bear the ſight of this Church, but have 
been ever ſince Plotting and Conſpiring a- 
gainſt it, more than againſt any that were 
Reformed about the ſame time: till at length 
they arriv d at the higheſt pitch that all the 
power of Hell could carry them, the Con- 

piracy which we this Day Commemorate. 

Indeed this Church was too well Reform- 
ed, not to be aſſaulted on every ſide. When 


our Saviour faid, that the gates of Hell ſhould 


not prevail againſt his Church, Mat. xvi. 18. 
He plainly intimated and foretold, that the 
gates of Hell would uſe all the power and 


policy they had to diſturb, undermine, and 


overthrow his Church, that which was 
planted and ordered by Himſelf. But then 
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he promiled withall , that they ſhould not 
, 157 [oe meet on 
This Day was this Scripture fulfilled in 


0 


o 


the ſight of this Nation, as to the Church 
which God had Planted and Eſtabliſſi d in 
6 it. Though he ſuffered it to be brought to 
"= the brink of ruin, he would not ſuffer it to 
i be thrown down. But as he had done it 
many a time before, he prelerv'd it now, 
though it was at the expence of little leſs 
than a Miracle, if not at the full value. 
That there was more than ordinary in it, 
is acknowledged and declared in the Act it 
ſelf that was made for the obſervation of 
this Day, where it is ſaid, that this Conſpi- 
racy would have turned to the utter Ruin 
of this whole Kingdom, had it not pleas d 
Almighty Gop by inſpiring the King's Moſt 
Y Excellent Majeſt wil ai Joy 
terpret ſome daxk Phraſes of a Letter ſhew'd 
do his Majeſty Above and beyond all ordi- 
nary Conſtruction, thereby miraculouſly 
diſcovering this hidden Treaſon, not many 
Hours before the appointed time for the 
Weiche. of 
Here then we may juſtly ſtand ſtill and 
wonder at the infinite goodneſs and truth, 
which God then manifeſted, in defending 
his Church and People, and . t 
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and Deſtractisn, into a Joyful Day of Deli- 
verance: at tog, not only then, but 
ar dngtbet time alſo above Fot 9960 dore Vears 
after; When He brœught over His Late Ma- 
a — . the fame y, to Deliyer us again 
from the fame ſort pf Enemies They who 
do ndt ſee the Hand of God in all this, it 
is becauſe they "will not: They who do, can- 
not but highly 
_ Almighty God datt {5 me deliyerd 
from ſuch iminent and 7 5 Dange 
_ give Hitn the Honour and Praiſe w ich 
is Une unte his Ho Name for 1 it, a we th 
his oaks OttF og have'cauſe to 40 o all 
hen Humans Conlptay was defeated 
2 5 5 Deftraction 
. Jews, was, by a wonderful chain of Provi- 
dences, turned upon their Enemies; it is 
aid, that many of e People of the Land 
became PETS For a fear of the Jews fell 


7 Jews. had 45 NR ne Or- 


Heaven, { 


and rom thence inferr d, that their Laws 
and Relig ion muſt needs be mqte 8 
Te 


; there changer orher F 
Mn 1 


7 N | "= was intended for a Day of Slay Le hs 


eſteem that Aale Which 


aden againſt the 


7. Their Enemies, 
lainly from what had 
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own for theirs, and became ems themſelves, 
that they; might partake of the {ame Privi- 
leges and Fayaurs Wit * them Ian :e 
rance which He wrought for our Church 
and Nation, may have the ſame effect upon 
our Enemies on all ſides, that they would 
all turn to us. It would then be an Happy 
Deliverance for them. As it was for us: WhO 
enjoy the benefit of it to this Day: not only 
in our freedom from that Tyranny and Op- 

preſſion; which we muſt otherwiſe have.lip- 
ed under (if we had Ji d at all) but like- 
wile, in the true and free Profeſlion of the 
we 2 1 U not have enjoy dias we do now., 
if we had not been delivered from this Hor- 
rid Plot, which was laid: on purpoſe to de- 
prive the who e Nation of ite 21-77 UH N 
But Thanks be to God who hath deliver- 


#* 


ed us, and in whom we truſt that he will 


yet deliver us. Jett ber He may be Graci- 
oully pleaſed tp da fo, we muſt take care to 
an{wer:his holy end, in what He hath done 


already for us, by. Living as becometh the 


Golpel which we ſo freely and truly profeſs 

in the Church which He for that purpoſe ſo 
wonderfully preſerwed. For that is the end 

| Yherefore, He o preleryed it, as it is of ay 
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155 Her Kingdoms ſince Her Happy Acceſ- 


can to ſhew, forth the Praiſes of Him who 
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He hath given our Moſt Gracious Sovereign 
jon the Throne. The great End Fall, is 1 
that we may Glorify Him: not only as we 2 
do this Day, with our Mouths, and I hope 
with our Hearts too, but likewiſe through 
the whole courſe of our Lives, by giving up ih 5 HE 
our ſelves to his Service, and ſtriving all e 


hath: called us out of darkneſs into his mars - 
vellous Light, and hath ſtill continued us 


in it, notwithſtanding all the Artifices that 


have been uled by the Dev il or Man to get 
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\ Wherefore as a Miniſter of Chriſt, and 1 
teward of the Myſteries of Cod, I beleech  _- 
you all, in his Name, that you would. keep 1 5 
the wonderful Works chat he hath done af 5 0 
ways in remembrance; particularly, that 
of this Day: That ye would aſcribe it whol!g＋q&—ſlͥ· ͤ 
ly to his Infinite Goodneſs and Mercy in 2 


cate ; That ye would fix it ſo firmly upon 
your minds, that you may never forget to 
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next. Which now, by his afliftance, ye 


your eee 10 not 1 EE © « 
with them who are given to change: A _ | 


that ye would improve it to the great 
Ends and Purpoſes or which God 417 7 14 
even that ye may Worſhip and ſerve Him 


better while ye are in this World, and at- | 


tain Everlaſting Joy and Felicity i in 


all may, if ye will: For do but Believe and 

Live in all reſpects as ye are taught by the 

Church FA England, and my Lite, my E. 
ternal, for yours, Tu will be Happy for | 
Ever. 
"Which Go e we may all be, cb | 

_ Cnrisr our. Saviour and mighty De- 
lerer: To whom, with the Father, 

and Holy Ghoft,, be aſcribed, as is moſt 

due, all Honour, Praiſe, and e 

this Day, and Jor evermore. 
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